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Marat's death, a paper called, in imitation of Marat's,
The People's Friend, which he claimed to be edited by
"The Shade of Marat". Marat's widow, upon Robes-
pierre's suggestion, publicly protested against this.
Rose Lacombe, an actress, was Leclerc's mistress.
She had taken part in the march of the women to
Versailles and had for some time been imprisoned for
doing so. She organized a revolutionary women's club.
One day she and her followers invaded the Halles to
force the women there (many of whom were royalists)
to don the red cap. The dames de la Halle stopped long
enough from their bargaining to administer a spanking
to the enthusiasts. Her club was dissolved by the Con-
vention. The revolutionaries—including Robespierre
—had, for all their radicalism, old-fashioned ideas
about woman's place in the scheme of things.
Most important was Hebert, leader of the Hebertists.
He was as insincere as Roux was sincere: a blatant
demagogue with a shady past who exploited the tragic
situation of the country for his own private ends. At
the beginning of the Revolution he had been a royalist
and had denounced the radicals with gusto, expecting,
no doubt, some of the golden manna that had flowed
so profusely from the royal treasury. He soon became
aware of the danger of such a course and veered around
to the opposite extreme. He established a paper called
Father Duchesne, which for coarseness of language and
violence of class appeal surpassed anything printed
during the Revolution. Since the style is the man, it
may not be without interest to quote a sample:
"The Austrian tigress [Marie Antoinette] was re-
garded by all the courts of Europe as the most degraded
prostitute in France. She was openly charged with
wallowing in the mire with her lackeys, and it would be
difficult to determine which one is the author of the
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